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Introduction

This ontribtion revolves rond or experienes within the qeer nd 
feminist frmework in onstrting solidrities, trnsforming them, nd 
sometimes wthing them fde or reongre. Or histories re interon-
neted, sine we re both tivists, nd beyond other more personl identi-
tions, we both identify s lesbin, nd qeer. Simon’s tivities onsisted 
of, mong other, rt tehing t the Ntionl University of the Arts in 
Bhrest nd in less forml ontexts, orgnising ontemporry rt spes 
nd grops (Pltform Spe, FemCAV), events sh s workshops, per-
formnes, exhibitions nd tlks opening the disssions on relevnt soil 
themes, while Rmon ws nvigting different feminist nd qeer grops 
(both informl nd NGOs), in serh of belonging nd wys to self-edte 
on isses tht never pssed throgh the Romnin edtion lters nd lter 
on inlde these “new” dimensions in her inipient reserh. De to or ge 
differene nd to the ft tht, within qeer temporlities, ten yers repre-
sent, from  genertionl stndpoint,  genertion of tivism nd politil 
trnsformtions, we do think of orselves, in  sense, s being formed—s 
qeer persons strting to get wreness of or srrondings—within dif-
ferent genertionl spns. In short, nd for the ske of simplition, these 
genertions old be formlted in terms of the pre-2001 nd post-2001 
 ontext1 in Romni, 2001 being the yer tht sw the repel of rtile 200 
from the Romnin Criminl Code, in preprtion of Romni’s oming 
inlsion into NATO nd proess to join the Eropen Union. While ll 
pbli LGBTQAI+ tivism old only be developed lolly fter 2001, the 
yers prior ome bk to Simon’s memory throgh deep lyers of stigm, 
serey nd rndom disoveries.

Feminist nd qeer orgnising ws spordilly present in the intervl 
2001–2010, nd we wold rge tht 2010–2011 ws the most visible trning 
point for Bhrest-bsed tivism in terms of grops nd olletives being 
formed, pbli spes beoming vilble for the presenttion of qeer 
ltrl prodts (Dmitri, 2020), s well throgh  rise in ofil NGO 
tivity,  sbtle rise in nmber of qeer events nd their pbli. We were 

8 ‘Home is where the cat is’
The here-there of qeer (n)
belonging

Ramona Dima and Simona Dumitriu



The here-there of queer (un)belonging 119

both tive in different ontexts dring this trning point, nd, nbeknown 
to eh other, we hd strted  proess of edtion nd self-edtion, 
within lol, Romnin tivist irles, or in demi nd interntionl 
ontexts (mostly Western-entred). While we hd glimpses of eh other 
over the yers, or work nd life prtnership strted in 2014, nd it often 
fntioned between the relms of the privte nd the pbli (throgh pb-
li performnes, or throgh or involvement in demi or trnsntionl 
networks developing spei projets, qeer workshops, feminist meetings, 
onferenes, et.). Very briey desribed bove, we onsider or tivities, 
s well s or intertions s prtners in life nd thoght, s bilding stones 
for site-spei tivist selves, onstrted in  very spei, often stigm- 
lden lol environment whih led to, in or se nd the se of other per-
sons rond s,  need to serh for, bild, ling to nd vle sfe spes 
nd grops tht wold omfort nd offer  onterting environment of 
respite, edtion nd rdil strength.

We re now positioning orselves t  trn of or tivist identities, trig-
gered by or relotion in Sweden in Febrry 2018. Aprt from eonomi 
resons, or move to Sweden hd nother dimension bsed on  vge, 
indesribble desire to experiene “qeer freedom”, in  ontry tht or 
prents, then orselves, mythologised s  soilist, qeer topi.

Sweden nd other Nordi ontries seem exceptionally good t reting 
the imge of  sfe qeer lnd, lthogh this imge nonetheless hides other 
strggles: those of qeer sylm seekers who mst prove their sexlity (see 
Akin, 2019), those of qeer people of olor tht re tokenised in vrios 
projets depiting inlsivity nd diversity, those of poor qeers tht re 
mde invisible by the Stte, for exmple. This homotolernt imge of the 
Nordi sttes is one of the mehnisms for dvning homontionlist nd 
rist disorses (Liinson, 2020: 115) in line with the rrent tendenies of 
right-wing poliies nd prties whih re on the rise ross Erope. Nordi 
exeptionlism n ths be nlysed throgh the onept of homontion-
lism whih is seen by Pr s  wy in whih ntion-sttes redene their 
positions s protetors of qeerness, of “(some) homosexl bodies”, in  
shift of the onnetions between pitlism, the very notion of stte nd dif-
ferent sexlities (Pr, 2013, 2017). In this wy, homontionlism deepens 
the existent forms of exlsion (e.g., the “progressive” West vs. other spes), 
lso ontribting to the instittionlistion of sexlities (see how tego-
ries of non-normtive sexlities re onstrted nd dened by sttes in 
sylm seeker ses) nd wys to exerise the power reltionships between 
ntion-sttes nd individls.

A little over for yers into or dventre, we experiene something qite 
different: the loss of n tivist self, n te feeling of n-belonging s or 
ties to or own qeer ommnity, bk in Romni, slowly dissolve, nd s 
we feel less nd less tht we hve the right to get or voie herd in the strg-
gles we left behind, while relising tht we still hve to belong somewhere 
in the new srrondings. Yet, we feel estrnged from the qeer history of 
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Sweden. We feel solidrity with ghts tht LGBTQAI+ persons re leding 
within other dispors, nd in this feeling, we lso relise tht or experi-
ene nd the history of or own bodies my nd  ple, bt the proess is 
 slow one, of refl lerning nd ontinos repositioning of privilege.

Belonging, in essene, n be mesred in terms of ffetion, topologi-
l ertinty, nd lngge. We exist the most in the relm of or lägenhet 
(trnsl. prtment), s the poster stting “Home is where the cat is” is the 
lst objet we move every time we move from one ple to the next, together 
with or t.

We exist in Romnin t home nd with  few good friends, over the phone 
with or mothers, in English nd Swedish t work. As English is still or 
min lngge to express or sol to friends tht do not spek Romnin, 
nd Swedish will probbly never be more thn  vehile for work, the O 
Horizon2 of eh new friendship is hrd rok, rther thn esy soil, with 
nnes nd emotions being hrd to onvey. Within tht, the Romnin 
dispor is  “little Romni”3 in whih trditions nd the sntity of fm-
ily beome wlls of seprtion from Swedish homontionlism (Pr, 2013, 
2017).

All these questions

Bering this in mind, we re sking orselves (nd not only) how does one 
trnsition from n tivist locus to nother nd how old this fntion 
within two very different systems in terms of history, identities onstrtion 
nd types of solidrity? How to trnsmte or ritiism nd positionlity s 
we prtied it in Bhrest to Sweden, nd to the ity of Mlmö? Moreover, 
how n we imgine nother kind of feminist, qeer movements within the 
Western nd Nordi ontexts tht old be both ritil nd engging with-
ot obliviosly setting side history nd differenes whenever these trits 
might beome inonvenient for the neo-liberl sense of diversity?

We will respond to these qestions in  vignette-like mnner, s this 
ontribtion is primrily bilt on ontinos disssions, snippets of life 
nd reinterprettions of moments tht ffeted s nd shped or nder-
stndings regrding solidrity, hmnity, belonging nd lagom-ness (where 
lagom mens moderate). This is done throgh n (to-)reexive method-
ology, n toethnogrphy whih ombines or diloges nd memories 
( retrosexlity) on pst sittions whih reverberte in or ommonly lived 
present.

Theoretical background

This ontribtion drws from trnsntionlism s the entrl theory; more 
speilly, we losely follow the lines of trnsntionl feminisms, whih 
interrogte the hierrhies existing both within  prtilr ntionl frme 
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nd n interntionl one (Chowdhry, 2009: 53). Diret experienes with 
how hegemoni Western demi nd “peripherl” demi nd the 
wy feminisms, qeerness nd solidrities re onstrted, disssed nd 
 reonstrted with reltion to the ntion-stte nd the Est/West divide is 
one of the menings we tth to the term “trnsntionl”. While being 
wre of the ritiqe of power reltions between the West nd “the rest” 
(Hll, 1992), we fntion within both frmes of referene: s Estern 
Eropen sholrs, rtists, tivists nd s migrnts, demis, rtists in 
the Eropen North.

Throgh or work, we seek to resle or personl nd lol experienes 
nd dd them to the olletive memory reformlted throgh the lenses of 
trnsntionlism, i.e.: “not s  horizontl spred or s points or regions 
on  mp bt s  dynmi operting t mltiple, interloking sles nd 
involving ondits, intersetions, irits, nd rtiltions” (De Cesri & 
Rigney, 2014: 6).

“Who are these persons, De Cesari, Rigney?” Simona asked. “Why are 
you referencing them? The transnationalism thing is tricky, look closer: 
[sending a link to Transnational Feminism article by Asha Nadkarni]”.

Bese we re wre tht trnsntionl disorses from the Globl Soth 
re slly ersed from minstrem globl feminist disorses ths min-
tining the hegemoni reltionship between Western nd Ero-entri 
 demi (Chowdhry, 2009: 72), we hve developed  prtie in whih we 
try to red, self-edte nd referene bodies of work oming, s mh s 
possible, from otside the Western/North Amerin ontexts.

As Ptton nd Sánhez-Eppler rge, when relted to qeer identities 
onstrtion with regrd to dispori experienes, the fos is shifting from 
this onstnt proess of onstrtion or filre of onstrtion to how the 
qeer bodies reinvent nd renegotite themselves between the new nd old 
“homes” ths mking movement, trnslotion, theoretilly relevnt for 
sexlities stdies (Ptton & Sánhez-Eppler, 2000: 2–3).

Qeer sexlities fntion, in this se, s  meditor between “homes”, 
the dispors nd the ntion-sttes nd offer n opportnity to onnet 
different sholrs, tivists (ll dispori sbjets) nd their disorses, in 
ttempts to qestion nd reinterpret ntionlism nd the onstrtion of 
identities in different ontexts (Crz-Mlvé & Mnlnsn, 2002: 2). The 
reltionship between ntionl/lol nd regionl or globl qeer ommni-
ties is essentil when disssing the wy solidrity tkes shpe both within 
nd otside designed borders. In this light, or personl intervention sb-
sribes to this frmework s it ims to ddress the ommonlities nd the 
identities of tivist nd rtisti grops we hve been  prt of, throgh 
intersetions between Romni nd Sweden, between Est nd West, ross 
wht seems to be the nied ide of solidrity.
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Methodology

Or ontribtion is bsed on diloges nd the wy we work in or  rtisti 
prtie:  onstnt bk nd forth, n exhnge of self-reetions nd 
thoghts on or positions triggered by or reltionship with the otside 
world, be it throgh the form of its instittions, persons, brerti sys-
tems, demi or different grops nd movements. This pproh led s to 
se toethnogrphy in this stdy s well. It is for the rst time when we se 
it in n demi piee.

While serhing for  method tht old better t this ontribtion, we 
kept in mind the ft tht qeer toethnogrphy ws formed s  re-
tion to existing minstrem oppressive knowledge tht lso fntions in the 
sme oppressive mnner when it omes to reserh methodologies (Jones & 
Hrris, 2018: 4). We deided to se or own experienes s dt nd trns-
fer them into the form of vignettes, trying to mke sense of how movement 
ffeted or tivist selves.

This proess, for s, nd following Hlberstm’s rgments inspired by 
Folt, lso mens tht we work by voiding externl mesrements for 
the speiities of or experienes (Hlberstm, 2011: 12). Another dimen-
sion tht we void is perpettion of the hegemoni prties towrds qeer-
ness tht re minly onstrted within nd by the neoliberl frmework. In 
their introdtion to Queer Futures: Reconsidering Ethics, Activism, and the 
Political, the editors highlight the importne of ddressing the exlsion-
ry prties not only with regrds to qeer theory bt lso to the prodts 
themselves (Yekni et l., 2013: 10), be it rtisti interventions, demi 
rtiles or pblitions nd other medims in whih the thors onstrt 
their rgments in  self-reetive mnner.

By mking se of vignettes s  wy for onstrting this ontribtion, we 
re offering  glimpse into the exclusionary moments some qeer migrnts 
might fe. This onept slly refers to n intersetion of mrginlised 
identities nd how these fntion for migrnts exlded by their fmilies or 
their sending soieties, for exmple, s well s how these persons mnge 
to negotite their identities within the reeiving soieties (Gðmndsdóttir, 
2018: 37).

Strting from this ide, we propose nother look, stemming from or 
retrospetive thoghts nd experienes, this time throgh nother nned 
mehnism: while pprently these short snippets of or lives show the 
openness of Swedish soiety onerning qeerness nd reting  flse 
impression of belonging, this is, in ft,  wy of nder-representing the 
ore isses of the liberl model trnsposed to qeerness. The exlsionry 
moments t ple in those exmples were the ones left in the bkgrond: 
sing qeerness s  tool for gentrition, for frthering soio-eonomi 
disprities, for rinbow-wshing, et. In other words, while some qeers 
my be involved in different projets nd types of work, some of their 
peers re left behind, sometimes silened nd deemed invisible by the sme 
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projets nd work, s if being too ritil might hrt the progressiveness nd 
the  positivity reqired to hieve the “sfe” nd “good” wy of liberl life.

These exlsionry moments were sometimes initited by s, in  form of 
self-exlsion. In this respet, t some points, we hoose to opt ot; opting 
out is nother onept t work in this ontribtion nd we borrow it from 
Mri Rti (2017). Throgh or jorney together, we old not help bt to 
observe nd ret to the doble stndrds nd the positivity pshed by insti-
ttions nd grops deling with qeer isses tht hd the role to dvne 
 “flse heerflness” (Rti, 2017: 2) tht deems ny ritil ttitdes s 
ndesirble nd leves side ny isse tht might bring p “negtivity” into 
qestion.

Consenss nd non-onfronttionl ttitdes re key elements of sess, 
t lest in the minstrem disorses, yet we often hoose to rejet these 
ttitdes s being speril nd sometimes dngeros for other persons 
left behind. The opting ot is  strtegy of defeting cruel optimism, tht 
is: “the hope tht or relentless efforts (sy, or efforts to t into neolib-
erl soiety) will bring s the love, intimy, sess, serity, hrmony, 
or nnil rewrd—in sm, the good life—we rve even when they re 
extremely nlikely to do so” (Rti, 2017: 29).

Looking bk, or s Shhni (2011) lls it, mking se of “queer retrosex-
uality”, is or preferred wy of work, filitting both nderstnding nd 
drwing meningfl (politil) reetions while offering time to step bk 
nd reorgnise or feelings nd thoghts over the emotionlly hrged sit-
tions we refer to. Or filres nd nostlgi, s well s some hievements, 
re rethoght nd reonsidered with the help of the presented vignettes tht 
offer only  glimpse into wht belonging nd (n)belonging feel or felt t 
prtilr moments on time in or shred experienes.

Context(s)

Romania

I remember Stonewall, but not my sister’s story
–  sying we wrote  few yers go, nd keep repeting to this dy, 

while living in  ontry with  different experiene of its qeer tivist 
pst.

Or tivist story in Romni strts from s knowing, throgh soil posi-
tioning, wht tsks we old perform s prt of  qeer or LGBTQAI+ 
movement whih ws not devoid of its problems.

Belonging ws ler nd phenomenologil: we belonged to ertin well-
known geogrphies, to spei grops with whih kinship ws possible s 
sh, we felt we hd the spport to strt bilding spes tht were qeer, 
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or qeer moments in the demi, or to t ot or presene for events 
 spporting spei qeer or LGBTQAI+ ses. We hd or pths throgh 
or ity of residene, we were informed of nd in ontt with grops nd 
persons tive in vrios other CEE (Centrl nd Estern Eropen) on-
tries nd the Blkns or orgnising in other bigger Romnin ities.

We lso fond orselves, t times, to be ritil towrds more minstrem 
feminist or LGBTQ inititives, lthogh it is qite diflt to ompletely 
onsider minstrem even sh bigger NGOs, s they re omprtively 
smll, niche ghting ginst the mh stronger winds of Romnin politis. 
Even the few estblished Romnin LGBTQ NGOs re frgile instittions 
in the pbli relm. Unfortntely, their sl strtegy of onterting 
pbli frgility is to t into heteronormtive frmes, disorging or not 
promoting tivist presenes tht wold steer them wy from  heteronor-
mtive onventionlity. This is  stndrd ritiqe tht n be broght 
forth  globlly to orgnistions minstreming LGBTQ rights, bt one tht, 
lthogh pplible in Romni’s se, needs to be nned by the lol 
postolonil, homophobi ontext.

Or stndpoint, s tivists nd s qeer bodies in  hyper religios, 
homophobe nd rist peripherl-Eropen ontry hrterised by pov-
erty, orrption nd by the ftereffets of overlpping imperilist systems, 
ws to serh for or ontribte to bilding sfer spes tht were n ltern-
tive to both minstrem NGOs nd to the dily grind.

The in/visibility of or qeer or lesbin identity in Romni is mlti-
lyered. Mny persons there, orselves inlded, prtie visibility, or the 
trope of being out in  frgmented mnner: while being visible in tivist ir-
les, or in some of or work irles, or beoming visibilised in pbli sphere 
(see Gopinth, 2002: 151–152) throgh ltrl prodts or de to vrios 
behviorl or pperne es—lwys with  ertin degree of negtive 
onseqenes—we, s qeer isgender women, slipped in nd ot of vis-
ibility with regrds to or fmilies, nd with regrd to hving  weighty 
enogh voie nd presene in the smll minstrem tivist world. Ths, 
we hve positioned most of or implitions in pbli tivism within the 
lredy-lssil re of killjoy dissonne (Ahmed, 2017), fosing in n 
often seprtist wy on tivities mde by nd entred on persons identify-
ing themselves s women or s non-binry.

In Bhrest, we freqented  smll grop of qeer women who met 
weekly rond ooking nd seprtist women nd trnsgender only reding 
irles.4 As prt of their strength nd importne for grssroots tivism 
in Romni, they delimited themselves often from the minstrem tivist 
world. Progressively, frgments of their speeh, knowledge nd prties 
got nevertheless swllowed nd pproprited by newer, stronger qeer- 
leftist orgnistions.

Before deiding to move from Bhrest to Mlmö, or position hd 
beome tht of opting out of mny of these new inititives, jst s we hd 
opted out from the more minstrem ones. Not bese we sw orselves s 
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prgons of virte bt simply bese we hd lost friends in tivist  onits, 
or we hd witnessed the silening of persons we hd respet towrds. Or 
opting out ws n invisible gestre,  form of symboli bsene, one of retret 
into personl experiene.

Even if some of or pths diverged slowly some yers go, mny of the 
persons from the reding irle still feel like hosen fmily, like  distnt 
bond impossible to brek. When thinking rond imagined communities 
(see Browne & Ferreir, 2018), this is wht we imgine, perhps, nding 
gin, or bilding gin:  momentm of ommonlity,  grop ommitted 
to eh other nd to  ertin se, strength in ritil positioning, while 
lso hving the pity to work in  projet–bilding mnner, in wider 
networks, in ollbortion with other like-minded grops or orgnistions.

Life goes on, s we hve now beome observers, swithing the “here” nd 
“there” in or mind, nd still trying to nd  orret, ethil methodologi-
l frme for or possible involvement in or rrent “here”—nd from or 
rrent “here” to or former “here”, whih is beoming  “here-there”. How 
n we intert bk in or Romnin qeer nd trnsgender ommnity,  
very onrete, not imgined one, mde of people in Romni nd people in 
the dispor? Why do we feel tht we “rn from or responsibility” to look 
for  somewht better sittion, nd where lies the legitimy, when it omes 
to s intervening into the sittions “there”, “t home”? Will we ever nd 
nswers to these qestions, s we look for models nd possible inspirtion in 
other dispori tivists? How stk re we in the mentime nd how does 
this ffet or ttempts t ontribting to the imagined community from 
“here”?

Vignettes

The recipe for lentil stew

After we hd n rt resideny t MsemsQrtier Vienn dring whih we 
met one of the nners, Rmon deided to pply for fnding to orgnise 
wht wold beome the rst openly qeer nd feminist onferene hosted by 
the University of Bhrest (Qeer Feminist SEE5 Interntionl Conferene, 
November 17–19, 2017). Sine the grnt ws smll, we deided tht ll or 
projet mngement nd implementtion efforts will be not remnerted so 
tht the fnds will be direted to pying the vis fees, ommodtion nd 
trnsporttion for the prtiipnts who needed them (over 30 persons).

Ctering options were expensive (nd not tsty), therefore we lso deided 
to ook for the three dys lnhes nd dinners, hving or mothers nd 
friends from tivist irles (bt not exlsively) help s with bying, trns-
porting, nd ooking the food. This whole proess, in whih people worked 
volntrily, ws indeed  ler sign nd exmple of solidrity tht might 
be less nderstood in the lrger Western ontext where if not remnerted, 
t lest the prestige of n event or  niversity might be the min ftor 
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in deiding to lend  hnd in n event or nother. The lentil stew nd the 
smoked eggplnt sld were some of the strs of the men—nd the seret 
in the lentils ws indeed sm.

Bt the proess of sering  onferene room ws more time nd 
( mentl) resore onsming thn the tl ooking. After n initil (-
tios) expression of spport before nding ot tht the projet ws grnted 
nning,  bk-nd-forth with the diretor of Rmon’s Dotorl shool 
followed: Rmon ws told tht sine she is in the lst yer of her PhD std-
ies, she shold onentrte on the thesis nd not on orgnising onferenes. 
She ws then offered dvie on trnsforming the three dys onferene into 
 few hors’ olloqim; the deisions of not sking for  onferene fee nd 
tht of pying for some trnsporttion osts were ritiised, sine “prestig-
ios events” wold never offer trvel grnts for prtiipnts.

Althogh Rmon only reqested  onferene room in her Flty 
(Jornlism nd Commnition Stdies) nd no other logistil help, in 
the end, the reqest ws refsed, s the Dotorl shool diretor deided 
tht they nnot be involved with orgnising the event, invoking the lk of 
hmn resores nd logistis. We nlly mnged to sere  onferene 
room nd  kithen in the Flty of Soiology’s bilding, bt the overt 
homophobi of the previos sittion ontined to linger s n fter tste 
for  while.

Of toilet rolls and silencing

This story is only prtilly ors to tell, nd it needs to begin with its poeti 
end, or rther with the onlsion tht love, nd solidrity, re expressed 
in toilet rolls sometimes. Some yers go, in Bhrest, Pltform Spe 
hosted two months of politil thetre,  festivl orgnised by  leftist, 
soilly driven thetre NGO tht beme stronger eh yer. Indeed, sh 
thetre is needed in the world, yet rtists often spek for or insted of the 
nder-represented, often in well-prised plys tht tkle topis sh s 
work, migrtion, poverty or rism. We lerned to tke sh projets with 
 grin of slt.

Three of Pltform’s olletive t tht time, nmely Simon nd rtists 
Ilen Fr nd Mrin Dmitr, were the ones spending time to keep the 
spe open dring prodtion, rehersls nd performnes, mking sre 
there will lwys be len wter to drink, te nd offee to brew, nd toilet 
pper, menities lwys boght from their own pokets, s is the stom 
in some self-sstined spes. Somehow, in Simon’s mind, the grop hd 
eqlly megre mens to sstin themselves—whih she believed ntil one 
dy when someone else sid only: oh, you are so naïve, they have received 
(insert considerable amount by local standards) as support from (insert 
national cultural funding authority) and (insert second, a bit smaller amount) 
from (yet another funding authority). She me bk to dsty Pltform, 
where, with jst  few more performnes, the politil thetre seson ws 
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nering its end, nd heked the fnding thorities’ websites. Mrin nd 
Ilen were there too. They looked t eh other nd sid: well, they had all 
this money all along. At least they could have bought some supplies of toilet 
paper, instead of eating up ours all the time. The toilet pper ths beme  
symbol by whih the members of the olletive wold mesre solidrity. 
While it is, of orse,  hep nd neessry good, t the sme time, given 
the prerios sittion of Pltform nd the ft tht  well-fnded NGO 
hd ess to the spe, nd its resores free of hrge, withot shring 
nything in retrn, helped the hmble toilet pper to hieve this symboli-
l stts. It lso beme  symbol of eonomi prerity edging on poverty, 
s the olletive kept the doors to the spe open to other inititives, even 
when their own eonomi resores were nering the end.

As  side note, the sme politil thetre grop, lter tht yer, silened 
 now well-known Romnin Rom stge nd lm tress, by speking p 
insted of her within the sopes of  ply she hd written, tht delt with 
her own life experienes, whih led to one of the lest mendble wonds in 
reent Romnin intersetionl tivism.

Fst forwrd seven yers fter, the birthdy elebrtion of  qeer friend 
in  stdio/gllery spe in Mlmö, with someone reqesting on Febook 
 spply of toilet pper for the prty. To lose  loop, s  symboli gestre, 
lthogh or nnes in Sweden were still reltively sre, we rrived t the 
prty with  sbstntil pk of the best pper sold by the losest spermr-
ket. Jokingly, one of or friend’s friends ommented: wow, there is so mh 
toilet pper now from everyone! Is this  white people’s thing, to bring so 
mh toilet pper, or  oron thing? The times, nd the ontext, hd indeed 
hnged.

Sweden

How to transmute our criticism and positionality as we practiced it in Bucharest 
to Sweden, and to the city of Malmö?

After moving to Mlmö, queerness, or transnational symbols of queerness 
(Klpeer & Lskr, 2018), hve been nhor points for or jorney here: 
from meeting, onding nd trying to live nd work with nd rond per-
sons from the qeer, trnsgender nd enby spetrm, either Swedish or 
belonging to vrios dispors. Or hosen extended fmily here in Sweden 
inldes s nd  friend, lso Romnin, nd trnsgender. He ws or point 
of entry into Swedish soiety from before we even moved to or rrent 
home in Sweden. We met or hosen reltive throgh  ommon friend liv-
ing in Romni. Tht friend, lso n tivist, pt s ll in ontt nd we 
hve tried to be  system of spport for eh other ever sine.

In Malmö, we (together or separately) got invited to spek  few times by 
instittions rios bot or qeer experiene “bk home”, in  very ler 
ttempt t  pedgogil/ going throgh the motions, inlsion of diversity 
in their progrmming, then never herd from sid instittions gin fter the 
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tlks. We lso emiled severl times the Mlmö ofe of the min Swedish 
LGBTQ rights orgnistion, whih bosted  progrmme of weloming 
newly rrived qeer persons, withot ever getting n nswer in retrn.

Fortntely, we fond  few grops of tivists,  lol librry nd  smll 
lol bookshop where we old look in, with respet nd omposre, t 
the work tht is being done by QTBPOC for themselves, often in  sep-
rtist mnner, t the work done by ft qeers, Mslim qeers nd so on. 
We  frther looked for, nd never fond, dedited qeer ples or spes 
of gthering beyond  lrge rry of prties tht fntion s networking 
devies, nd often s ples of developing tivism or ltrl projets. As 
we re not prty goers, where shold we go, in this post-qeer soiety?

We lso lerned tht “here” things do not hve the trth to mtter sim-
pliity slly fond “bk home”, where homophobi nd trnsphobi, 
rism nd ntionlist-religios feelings melt together in the pbli relm, 
in n obvios mnner, while vrios grops tht re disriminted ginst 
slly perpette the other types of disrimintion ginst eh other. 
“Here” is shroded in ll the right words, bt the feelings behind pbli 
spe politis nd behviors re never ler to or mens of interprettion, 
never deipherble with the keys we hve mssed so fr from or redings, 
personl nd joint experiene, to the point where to s, it my look like they 
re non-existent. These right words re the most p-to-dte terms in tiv-
ism whih stem from grssroots experienes nd re soon fter sed by lrge 
Pride NGOs in their disorses rond Pride. For instne, when the ity 
of Mlmö orgnises different tlks in the frme of Pride month, relevnt 
topis re slly tohed: the mrginlistion of different grops, ritiqes 
bot the prtiiption of the polie in the Pride mrh, nti-pitlist ri-
tiqes bot the ommodition of Pride, or disssions bot how the 
initil mening of these events ws lost. At the sme time, ll the ritiqed 
elements o-exist with their ritiqe, whih my be seen s  prdox of the 
right to free speeh: for instne in 2021, in  smll, oron-reglted, mrh 
t Mlmö Stdion,  grop of QTPOC literlly “mbshed” the polie by 
wlking in front of them with bnners denoning polie violene towrds
people of olor, yet this did not onvine the City, nor Pride orgnisers, to 
refse the presene of the Polie in the 2022 mrh. On the ontrry, prt 
from polie employees,  grop of prison employees (Kriminlvården) lso 
joined the 2022 mrh. Even when it omes to self-dened rdil orgnis-
tions sh s Mlmö’s Rosa/Svart, things remin within the prdox sphere. 
Insted of reting lterntive movements, these grops re still present in 
the mrh, ending the Pride prde with their vn blsting some ntifsist 
songs between  ood of ltest pop hits.

As per the dge better with the evil you know than with the one you don’t, 
we onter-intitively think, sometimes, tht old, well hrted htred my 
jst be better thn blnkly string into n byss tht my onsist, nder its 
shiny srfe, of ny nimginble kind of htred or instrmentlistion. 
Better for wht? Unler, yet this needed mentioning.



The here-there of queer (un)belonging 129

We even rossed the bridge nd went to Copenhgen Pride, where 
we experiened or rst tste of  hge, mostly orporte, slow moving, 
over-boozed street spetle tht felt strnge, in the bsene of history. 
A pride-seprtist lterntive, Nørrebro Pride, ws tking ple t other 
dtes nd on other rotes tht the ity-orgnised Copenhgen pride. It en-
tres on the experiene of BPOC qeers, nd offers n ethil response to 
the bigger orporte event. In Mlmö, we re lending or voie to some of 
the ghts qeer persons in the ity n be in solidrity with—sh s nti- 
deporttion work, no borders work, nti-rism work. We re lso lending 
or body to the overll hed ont of ofil pride.

At the sme time, we strted to nderstnd the emotionl spport of liv-
ing within  dispor, s mny of or loser friends re indeed Romnin 
persons living in Mlmö. Worldwide, the Romnin dispor is  politil 
fore ble to hnge—nd hnging—politis internlly. Severl million 
people hve left the ontry to work nd hve tken s mh s possible 
of their homes with them, from Christin orthodox hrhes to Romnin 
shops selling fmilir nme brnds, to bs rotes onneting like  lifeline 
the home ontry to the ontry of residene, bringing in nd ot reltives, 
goods, pkges from home. We reeive sh pkges from or mothers 
every few months nd eh time we open them, fll of nneessry goods 
nd food lbored with love, distance blrs  little.

Evidently, dispors move their beliefs nd lss differenes with them to 
their ontries of residene, where these sets of beliefs nd sttses get on-
fronted nd trnsformed by ftors pertining to the new soil ontext they 
enonter. Within the Romnin dispor in Sweden, for instne, qeer 
nd trnsgender visibility re onditioned, s the risks of hypervisibility 
in  smller ommnity re hrder to ssess. On the other hnd, qeer or 
trnsgender members of the Romnin dispor re  diret extension of 
home, nd s sh, beome or strongest onnetions in the new lnd, s we 
bridge for eh other the distne from “here” to “there”. These elements 
old very well be t the ore of n “lterntive onstrtion of dispor” 
s Gytri Gopinth (2005: 194) proposes, where the whole onept of dis-
por is entred on the qeer sexlities dismissed by ntionlist dispors 
or sttes.

And so it is tht we hve extended or hosen fmily in the qeer Romnin 
dispor to inlde s, or t, or trnsgender Romnin friend bsed in 
Mlmö, nd his t.

Vignettes

The rainbow ag

We were enontering the rinbow g everywhere in the ity, for Pride 
week, even sine 2017, then gin fter or denitive move to Mlmö. At 
rst, seeing the rinbow, or more rrely, trnsgender g, rndomly in the 
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ity, hnging from windows or blonies, did hve on s  speil effet, 
giving s the sense tht we belong to n nknown, nhrted, imagined com-
munity. This ws not  sight tht ws fmilir to s; in Bhrest, tht wold 
be  most rre nd exqisite demonstrtion of brvery, to keep the rinbow 
or trnsgender gs visible t one’s window, something tht wold lift one’s 
hert to nimginble heights bt lso mrking the living spe of someone 
tht we knew in rel life,  friend or fellow tivist.

Or Rmon hnging the rinbow g ot of the windows of the min 
niversity bilding in Bhrest, while sitting on the windowsill, smok-
ing nd tlking to some olleges, dring the times smoking indoors ws 
llowed bt the g not qite. As long s the niversity brings into diss-
sion  objectivity towrds isses nd vles, the g will not be nhored nd 
ll tht is deemed eptble will remin in the form of nnl Christms 
trees nd reminders of Orthodox sints’ elebrtions on the instittion’s 
soil medi.

Whilst in Mlmö, seeing vrios gs in vrios ples seemed  more 
casual transnational marking of queerness (Klpeer & Lskr, 2018: 526), 
while lso hrting or pths throgh the ity tht we were disovering. To 
 lrge extent,  few yers into or move, this imagined community remins 
nknown nd nhrted to s. If, by moving to Sweden, we were envisging 
s, perhps with n ese whih pertins to or privilege s white peripherl 
Eropens, lmost s if moving diretly to  queer nation (Ibid.: 529), one 
whih hd progressed beyond reognition towrds  spe of sfety whih 
extended to its territoril borders, we were in ft moving to  hndbook 
se of homontionlism.

Luck, activism, or maybe just the rules

We moved to Mlmö fter Simon reeived  ontrt to work for two yers 
s  rtor t  lol gllery. The work ontrt ws by no mens gener-
os, t only 40% employment, yet we took the hne tht ws offered, s 
 fortnte event, were lky enogh to nd  seond-hnd rentl with the 
help of n qintne nd deided to move. Immeditely fter rriving 
in Mlmö, we pplied to Sktteverket (the Swedish Tx Ageny) for wht is 
essentil for existing in Sweden:  Swedish personl nmber. In or ppli-
tion, we rged tht Rmon hd moved s  sambo,  live-in prtner, s 
we hd lived together for two yers prior to moving nd were ble to prove it 
with  doment issed in tht sense by the dministrtion of or prtment 
bilding in Bhrest.

We fered the worst: we hdn’t lied by ny mens bt were dobtfl tht 
ny Swedish thority wold tke into onsidertion  doment oming 
from Romni, even if leglly trnslted. The only wy Rmon old hve 
strted  life “here” ws by getting  personl nmber,  rel, not temporry 
one, reognising her s Simon’s prtner. And srely enogh, or proof of 
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ohbittion ws onsidered sfient by or se worker whom we never 
met nd both of s reeived personl nmbers.

Nonetheless, to or lose friend from the qeer Romnin dispor, the 
ft of s getting or personl nmbers with sh simpliity ws nothing 
short of  mirle: mny de fto ohbiting heterosexl oples, om-
ing from Romni, hd been sbjeted to rejetions pon rejetions, some-
times tking yers. Ws it not the sme for s simply bese we hd the 
more proper doments, or ws it tht the se worker, let’s even imgine 
 qeer person themselves, nderstood somehow or diflty, or need 
for  moment of pee, nd deided to go beyond ny eventl (nd often 
present) xenophobi-bsed berortistion nd grnt s, s EU itizens, 
the mh-needed gres? Or ws it merely nother exmple of homontion-
lism t work?

Ws it perhps  deision bsed on lss, s Simon ws oming s  
middle- lss, ltrl worker, while others perhps did not? With jst  sim-
ple exerise of imgintion, espeilly fter lerning bot the grinding tht 
everyone else ws sbjeted to with even the best doments in hnd, we 
old pitre orselves s  possible sess story of homonormtivity, the 
nie, middle lss-y lesbin ople tht people in more “dvned” soieties 
n esily be lenient towrds even if more xenophobi lihés old point 
otherwise.

With reltive ese, whih ws to be dismntled qite soon in the yers 
to ome, we hd fond or imagined community in  person whom we were 
never to meet, or se worker. Did they hve  rinbow g on their win-
dow? Or were they simply  orret ofe worker nd nothing else hd lernt 
in or fvor or ginst?

“Looking for more women and non-binaries”

The bove ws herd by one of s dring  meeting with  Swedish gentri-
er. At one moment in erly 2019, one of s, together with  performne 
rtist (who hppened to be qeer nd not born in Sweden) got n ppoint-
ment with  ity employee who lso rns  ltrl NGO fmos for driv-
ing  well-known one-dy street festivl in Mlmö. We were, t tht point, 
together with  smll grop of rtists, looking for  possible spe to rent for 
mltiple ltrl ses, nd the performne rtist hd herd of this blonde 
Swedish isgender mn in his 50s, who pprently ws  sort of middle per-
son between  lrge ompny whih owns lnd nd indstril bildings in 
semi-entrl Mlmö nd the eventl ltrl nd rtist grops looking for 
heper rentl spes for their tivities. Prior to or meeting, we did not 
look too mh into who the mn ws, simply bese we hd onsidered 
him  rel estte gent, or  representtive of this lrge Mlmö-operting 
ompny. Or prpose ws to sk wht kind of bildings were there to rent, 
wht wold be the prie per sqre metre, nd if we old perhps visit the 
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bildings nd see wht ws vilble, while lso being wre, nd wry of 
the ft tht the re we were looking into, sitted between the Rosengård 
nd Persborg trin sttions, ws plnned to ndergo hevy gentrition 
soon. In brief, we were mostly rios to see wht ws on offer.

The mn reeived s nd qite fst estblished himself s the deiding 
ftor of whether we wold hve ess or not to ny bilding in tht inds-
tril re nd to whih bilding. He ws by no mens n estte gent, bt 
 ltrl gent who informed s tht we wold hve to sbmit  ltrl 
proposl to him, nd then he wold deide if we wold get ny spe from 
the ones vilble, t wht monthly rent, nd nder whih onditions. He 
bosted himself s  ftor of progress nd prised the intentionl gentri-
tion behind his tions: he hd lredy estblished severl Mlmö inde-
pendent ltrl inititives in the re (ll with  visible qeer omponent) 
with the sme method nd ws looking for more “women nd non-bin-
ries” to, s he sid, ontert the ft tht there were so mny men in the 
re. Besides one big, dominnt ftory nd its vrios djoining bildings, 
tht re hs mny r wsh nd repir bsinesses owned by non-Eropen
migrnts, severl Mslim nd Christin pryer hoses, nd is generlly 
inhbited by rilised persons.

To s, this ws  rystl-ler exmple of how rinbow-wshing nd gen-
trition n join in disrimintive tions nd to this dy or intertion 
with the mn is  shoking disply of how so-lled ltres of inlsiveness 
n fntion. In  sense, this vignette is  tionry tle, if there ever ws 
one: we lerned to opt out one more, obviosly. Bt we lso lerned tht 
projets with rdil intentions n befriend the devil if tht grnts them 
ess to spe nd lowers the rent.

A conversation at work

This hppened to one of s: I spek Swedish modertely, enogh to get by in 
most intertions, with n ent tht trvels from Pris to Iși in the spn 
of  minte. So, it is obvios tht I m “not from here”. Whih mkes people 
rios sometimes—lthogh for the mny white Swedes I work with ri-
osity is mnifested in trly qeer wys. And one person ws so rios s to 
strt the following diloge:

– So, were you born in Sweden? (???wht?)
Me: Well, from my random Swedish you would guess no, right?
– Well, you can’t know… So, where do you come from?
Me: (sttes ontry)
– Oh… (fe gets  bit shrivelled) I had many from your country when I was 

teaching SFI.6

Me: …
– And do you think you’ll be staying here?
Me: (pologeti, explntory, timid) Well, I think so, since I work here and 

have my family here, and so on…
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– Oh (sys person who does not know me), yes, do stay, it would be so cool 
to have you!

(Thnks?)

Concluding remarks

Throgh this ontribtion, we showed  few of the similrities nd the 
differenes between or sbjetivities nd tivist selves in Romni nd 
Sweden. We hve lso inqired on how Romnin qeer dispor might 
be onstrted within the new srrondings nd eptnes of qeerness. 
While the strggles differ bese of the ontexts nd ontry-speis, 
we old nd some onnetions between the qeer Romnin sene nd 
the Swedish one: in/visibility fntions in both ses bt on different levels 
(there is still  tendeny of leving other voies behind), the ommoditis-
tion of qeer relted events nd isses is more pregnnt in the more neolib-
erl sene (Nordi/Western re) bt other res re rpidly rehing this 
stge, the inclusive disorses n sometimes be  ode nme for something 
else (gentrition, hoosing the “desirble migrnt”, dismissing  grop s 
“too rdil” in reltion to the minstrem, et.).

We re yet to drw more onlsions, s or stories keep interseting nd 
mny were left otside this ontribtion for vrying resons (too lose to s, 
too spei, too hrsh, nd ongoing).
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Notes
 1 In 2001, Artile 200 from the Criminl Code whih mde illegl sme-sex rel-

tionships ws repeled.
 2 The lyer of loose leves nd orgni debris t the srfe of soil.

 3 Romni is  post-imperilist ontry, s n Estern Eropen stte pt together 
fter the trnsformtion of the Astro-Hngrin, Hbsbrg, Ottomn, nd 
Rssin empires tht rled over portions of lnd lled, p till the end of the 
First World Wr, principalities. It beme  stte nder Germn inene (with 
Germn kings who deided to reinvent Byzntim for  while), hd its shre of 
fsist governments, onstrted Commnism nder different rlers nd even 
mde it work for  short while, enslved Rom persons for 500 yers, is the forth 
top ntion tht sent persons to Nzi mps dring Holost, or diretly to their 
deths. It bosts n independent Christin Orthodox hrh whih is extremely 
rih, tx–exempt nd otspoken on mtters of “normlity” nd Christendom. 
Romni did not ever trly begin to qestion its ntionl qeer & trns bshing, 
rism nd ethnil disrimintion, nd violene ginst women besides some 
window legisltion pssed to gin integrtion in the EU whih ws grnted in 
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view of its NATO nd US-strtegi role ginst Rssi, or in other words to t 
s  bmper between the old nd the new empires.

 4 See: https://.pimient.org/

 5 Soth Estern Eropen.

 6 Svensk för invndrre/Swedish for immigrnts.
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